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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

The High Court murder trial of the 
29 MDC members failed to kick-off 
today after the trial judge, Justice 
Chinembiri Bhunu was said by court 
officials to be attending a funeral. 
 
The 29 members are facing fabricated 
charges of murder and public violence 
in Glen View, Harare and their trial 
started on Monday last week with 
four State witnesses testifying. 
 
The State has lined up 20 witnesses.

On Monday, Solomon Mushaninga, the 
State’s fourth witness in the Glen View 
murder trial, stunned the court when he 
blamed the disturbances that led to the 
death of a police officer at Glen View 
3 Shopping Centre on the arrival of the 
Harare police provincial reaction group 
(PRG).

All the MDC members are in remand 
prison and yet to hear the outcome of 
their bail application by the same judge 
which was made last week on Monday.

Mushaninga, a constable based in 

Mabvuku, Harare told Justice Bhunu 
while under cross examination from 
both the State and defence lawyers 
that when the PRG which he was part 
of arrived at the shopping centre, the 
situation was calm but disturbances 
only started upon their arrival.

“There were no disturbances but our 
arrival at Glen View 3 caused the 
disturbances,” Mushaninga said.  It was 
his first time to take part in the PRG 
operations.

However, during Monday’s court 
proceedings Mushaninga on many 
circumstances was seriously 
contradicting himself on what exactly 
transpired on the fateful day, which 
resulted in the death of Inspector Petros 
Mutedza.  

Most of his statements were in 
inconsistent with those of other State 
witnesses who have taken the stand 
before him. 

In his police statement prepared a day 
after the incident last year, Mushaninga 

told the police investigating the case 
that there were about 50 people in red 
and white t-shirts who were drinking 
outside Munyarari Bar, the scene of the 
disturbances.  

However, on Monday, Mushaninga 
changed his statement saying there were 
between 80 and 100 people at the bar.

Mushaninga further contradicted 
himself in his signed police statement 
on the description of Last Maengahama, 
the MDC National Executive member 
who is part of the accused describing 

him as a “tall boy of medium built”.
However, this was disputed by the 
defence lawyers forcing Justice Bhunu 
to ask Maengahama to take a parade 
with Mushaninga to verify who was 
taller than the other.  

They are both of similar height, a 
height which Mushaninga had earlier 
described as short.  He said he did not 
recall saying that Maengahama was tall 
and of medium built and claimed that 
the police officer who had prepared his 
statement had erroneously done so.  

“I erred in describing him as a boy,” 
Mushaninga said.
 
It was pointed out to Mushaninga by 
the defence lawyers that Maengahama 
has an alibi which shows that on the 
day of the incident he was attending a 
church service and information from 
various cellphone base stations show 
that he was nowhere near Glen View 3 
Shopping Centre.

The police officer told the packed court 
room that he could not tell who threw 

the stone which hit Inspector Mutedza 
or where it came from as he was also 
running for his life.

“It was a matter of life and death to 
see the person responsible,” he said 
although he claimed to have seen and 
identified Maengahama as the person 
who threw a bar stool at him.

Despite statements by the first three 
State witnesses last week that the Glen 
View 3 Shopping Centre was teeming 
with vendors, shoppers, kombi drivers 
and car washers since it was month-end, 
Mushaninga said this was incorrect as 
there were only very few people who 
included those in red and white t-shirts 
at the shopping centre drinking and 
braaing.

“I cannot confirm that as we saw things 
differently,” was Mushaninga’s constant 
remark under cross examination.

The trial continues on Wednesday at 
10am.

Glen View murder trial postponed as judge fails to show up

Mr Last Maengahama

The MDC must ensure that there is a 
proper power transfer mechanism in 
place before the next election.

The call was made by University 
of Zimbabwe lecturer and political 
analyst Professor John Makumbe while 
addressing an ideological lecture Series 
at Harvest House recently.

The discussion topic was: 2008 March 
and June elections – Successes and 
Challenges. Will history repeat itself?

Although the discussion could have 
centred around two main issues, 
Zimbabwe and the MDC, Friday’s debate 
concentrated on the former.

In his lecture, Prof. Makumbe said an 
election was a process which must be free, 
fair and just. He spelt out components of 
a viable, free and fair election in order to 
avoid the repeat of the 2008 violence.

One of them is that eligible persons 
wishing to register as voters must be 
permitted to do so. Prof. Makumbe 
explained how thousands of people were 
denied access to vote:

“Some people were turned away from 
registering as voters on the basis that they 
were aliens or one of their parents was 
born outside the country. Others could 
not register simply because they did not 
have the headman’s recommendation 
while those in towns were asked to get 
written confirmation of proof of residents 
from their landlords or landladies,” he 
said.

Political parties must be able to campaign 
freely at any given time but this was not 
the case in 2008 as most rural areas were 

declared ‘no go areas’ for the MDC. A lot 
of people were forced to attend Zanu PF 
rallies to avoid harassment.

The MDC believes that the electorate 
must  have the right and freedom of 
assembly, association and movement. 

He said the public media must be obliged 
to provide balanced information about 
political processes taking place.

“In 2008, the MDC could not advertise on 
ZBC even though the Party was willing 
to pay. MDC had to go to court for it to be 
allowed to advertise in the State media. 
At the moment, Zanu PF is advertising 
using several jingles while the MDC 
and other parties are not permitted to do 
the same. This is not right,” said Prof. 
Makumbe.

Another pre-condition for a free and 
fair election is that there should be no 
cohesion, violence and/or intimidation to 
make people vote in favour of a political 
party.

“After violence which followed the 
March 2008 election, two million voters 
where forced to vote for Mugabe or 
face the consequences. The Electoral 
Act needs to be amended to ensure 
democratic elections. In a welcome 
move, the new constitution says anyone 
who uses violence in campaigning is 
automatically disqualified,” Professor 
Makumbe explained.

Voters must not be victimized before, 
during or after voting for a party of their 
choice. In the past, people have had to 
spend months in the bush as they feared 
reprisals from Zanu PF after voting for 
MDC candidates. As if this was not 

enough, the police would arrest those who 
dared report acts of violence perpetrated 
against them by State security agents or 
Zanu PF members.

This could happen again, warned Prof. 
Makumbe.

The dictates of free and fair elections 
in a democracy demands that the body 
responsible for running elections must 
be professional. However, as we speak, 
the Zimbabwean voters’ register is in 
shambles. 

The speaker noted, “In 2008 some people 
managed to register but their names 
could not be found in the register, come 
election time. The draft constitution 
stipulates that one can vote even if his/
her name is not in the register provided 
he/she has an identity card and proof of 
residence. Therefore, voters wishing to 
vote in an election must be given a fair 
opportunity to do so.”

Prof. Makumbe pointed out some of the 
reasons why the 2008 elections were 
marred by voter apathy:

“There are people who  said their vote 
does not make any difference. They cited 
how they voted in 2000 and 2005 but 
nothing changed.”

Yet another condition for a free and fair 
election is that foreign and local observers 
should be allowed to participate to ensure 
a credible election. 

In 2008, however, the European Union, 
Canada, New Zealand, Australia and 
other countries were denied access to 
monitor the polls. After the election 
which was laden with violence, even 

the Southern African Development 
Community (Sadc)refused to recognize 
the outcome of the re-run.

Prof. Makumbe said no party should 
be allowed to use State resources to get 
unfair advantage. Back in 2008, Prof. 
Makumbe witnessef 104 State-related 
vehicles including two ambulances and 
those from the Zimbabwe Electricity 
Supply Authority entering Sakubva 
Stadium to attend Robert Mugabe’s 
campaign rally. No other party has been 
allowed to use such taxpayers’ resources 
for political mileage.

Finally, the military and other security 
forces must recognize the outcome 
of any democratic election. Security 
forces were behind the five-week delay 
in announcing the March 2008 election 
result as they tried to doctor the figures.

Prof. Makumbe said: “Winners of an 
election must move into the structures 
within 24 hours. If winners do not move 
into the structures immediately, they 
have lost it.”

Speaking at the same platform, Mfundo 
Mlilo, a Zimbabwe Election Support 
Network (ZESN) official said there was 
voter apathy in Harare and Bulawayo 
during the 2008 election. In Harare, 42% 
registered voters cast they ballots while 
33%  voted in Bulawayo. Spoiled votes 
amounted to 39 000.

The two areas are MDC strongholds and 
to record such figures is not a good sign, 
says Mlilo.

Mlilo said much could not be done 
about the fixing of results by the former 
ruling party as the Zimbabwe Electoral 

Commission was staffed by securocrats. 
Even the electoral body’s spokesperson, 
Utoile Silaigwana is an army major.

The only way to win the next election 
is to win the vote of the youths and 
minimize the number of spoiled ballots.
In line with MDC, civic society and 
SADC, ZESN has produced a document 
spelling out the minimum conditions for 
a free and fair election. 

One of the aspects spelt out in the 
document is that an election monitoring 
force must be in place at least three 
months before the election and three 
months after the plebiscite to ensure a 
peaceful transition. 

The ideological lectures are an MDC 
initiative meant to equip party cadres and 
interested members abreast with political 
developments locally and abroad and to 
discuss matters of interest. 

The discussions are held every Friday 
evening at Harvest House.

Avoid a repeat of the 2008 violence

Prof  Makumbe
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It is often true that just a few votes 
per ward can change the outcome 
of an election. However, voting 
affects more than just an election. 

There are many other gains 
associated with voting including 
political, community, economic 
and even altruistic benefits. Voting 
is linked to “personal efficacy” – 
which is a sense of power. 

Voting gives you the satisfaction 
of knowing you have voiced your 
opinion and played your role in 

shaping government and policy. 

It is the expressive power of voting for 
or against a candidate, an issue or the 
direction of government.

Voting is a requirement in any 
democracy and for anyone to enjoy 
the benefits of voting, they must be 
registered to vote. 

Voter registration is the process used by 
the government to ensure that everyone 
who votes in an election is legally 
legible to do so. 

It ensures that every voter votes in the 
correct location and votes only once. 

Registering to vote requires that one 
gives their full correct names, their 
current address and other information 
that the Registrar General’s Office 
requires for the process. Registrar 
General’s Offices are found at every 
District Centre.

To register to vote you must be 18 
years or older by the next election, 
be a Zimbabwean citizen and have a 
Zimbabwean National Identity Card or 
a Valid Passport and proof of residence. 

Voter registration is a separate process 
from National Registration and it is the 
responsibility of a patriotic citizen to 
ensure that they are registered to vote. 
People who are mentally impaired 
cannot vote and therefore have no need 
to register to vote.

When one registers to vote, their name 
is entered into a register which is called 
a voters’ roll. The voters’ roll contains 
all the names of the people who have 
registered to vote. 

The voters roll usually needs constant 
updating since many eventualities take 
place between elections for example 
death, transfers and relocation to other 

Once the political situation is sorted 
out, the country will rebound in a 
big way. Zanu PF has made some 
significant mistakes in the past but 
I must say its policies during the first 
decade of independence have created 
some positive factors that can hardly be 
reversed.

You are probably wondering which 
planet I am from or what I have been 
smoking lately but let me share with 
you some of my contrarian thoughts. 
After reading Roy Bennett speech made 
in Oxford recently, I can’t help but agree 
with much he has to say with regard to 
the political culture in Zimbabwe.

However as analysts, sometimes 
we fall in the trap of analyzing 
macro issues rather too much and 
reaching conclusions that minimize 
our perception of future opportunity 
while enlarging current and seemingly 
insurmountable problems. 

I am of the opinion that despite the 
current problems my country faces, the 
future holds significant opportunity that 
we are likely to miss unless we begin to 
change our attitudes.

My recent visit to Zimbabwe confirms 
that there is some disconnection 
between what we read and what is 
actually happening on the ground. There 
is no doubt in my mind that Zimbabwe 
deserves a better leadership and that to 
a large extent the quality of life could 
be better but that should not blind us to 
the opportunities that exist. I am also a 
firm believer that our thoughts become 
things and by changing our thoughts 

about circumstances, we can change 
them for the better.

My interpretations have exposed 
that through hardship, Zimbabweans 
in general have become more 
entrepreneurial in their approach. They 
no longer look to the government as the 
sole provider of economic opportunity 
as in the case in countries such as 
South Africa. Zimbabweans have 
become more resilient and somehow 
empowered particularly in their attitude 
and demeanor  and one can sense a 
quiet self-confidence despite the present 
macroeconomic tribulations.

Significant opportunities exist in 
rebuilding the country and reviving the 
economy and all Zimbabwe needs is 
money. I have no doubt that the country 
is likely to rebound within a very short 
space of time once the politics have 
been resolved. Infrastructure, telecoms, 
agriculture, media, manufacturing and 
mining present some very stimulating 
opportunities for the future and I would 
advise those Zimbabweans in the 
Diaspora to seriously consider investing 
at home before the opportunity space 
moderates.

It is disturbing however to note that the 
media sector is still rather constrained 
and there does not seem to be the free 
flow of information and robust public 
debate on pressing socio economic and 
political issues. It is also evident that 
selfish ambition by most, particularly 
those in public office, is reducing 
or arresting the country’s intrinsic 
potential.

On the economic front, I would argue 
that the macro economics we are so 
competent at analyzing are not reflected 
in the micro economics. True there is a 
dire shortage of cash and the economy 
is being constrained by lack a capital. 

The existence of sanctions, although 
targeted at individuals, has however, 
created a rather unfair negatively 
perceived country risk that ultimately 
has a negative impact on ordinary 
and innocent Zimbabweans. Because 
of sanctions, ordinary Zimbabweans 
cannot get employment as most 
companies have closed or are operating 
at minimal capacity because of lack 
of access to credit. The removal 
of sanctions is, therefore, critical 
to increase the opportunity space 
for Zimbabweans in general and 
their continued existence cannot be 
supported.

An attractive development or 

unintended consequence is that, a large 
number of middle class Zimbabweans 
no longer look to be employed and 
you now have a vibrant and hungry 
sector of middle class entrepreneurs 
who are producing or supplying goods 
to the economy. This, in my view is an 
irreversible positive development that 
can only stand the economy in good 
stead in the future.

Added to this is the indigenization 
philosophy which is inadvertently 
shifting economic aspirations in general 
and creating new hope. Although its 
implementation is under question, I 
however think that there is nothing 
inherently evil or disadvantageous in 
this policy and those who are prepared 
to embrace it, be they black or white can 
only benefit in the future.

Zimbabwe’s natural resources base, 
its skilled labor force, peaceful 
communities and excellent climate 

present advantageous opportunities for 
the future. The new entrepreneurial 
spirit evident within the black middle 
class adds a positive spin. These factors, 
in my view, have tended to be immune 
to the politics of the country and for me 
create misunderstood opportunities that 
must be taken advantage of.

Zanu PF has made some significant 
mistakes in the past but I must say 
its policies during the first decade of 
independence have created something 
that can hardly be reversed - an 
educated middle class that has a strong 
work ethic. The ownership of land and 
the drive to localize ownership of other 
assets are creating a strong platform for 
future growth. 

My anticipation is that this process 
must be depoliticized so that it becomes 
a non-partisan wholesale empowerment 
drive geared to reposition the economy 
as a whole.

If you add a participative democracy, 
respect for human rights, an open media 
and access to capital to all this, you are 
likely to get a formidable Zimbabwe 
that can once more become a significant 
economy within the region.

It is my view therefore that, despite its 
current political problems, Zimbabwe is 
poised for an incredible recovery and an 
awesome future.

Vince Musewe is an independent 
economist currently in Harare and you 
may contact him on vtmusewe@gmail.
com

Zimbabwe is poised for a great future
By Vince Musewe

Voters’ corner
countries. People who have died 
must be stricken off the register. 

An individual registered to vote 
in one area can transfer to an area 
that they may have relocated to. 
This makes the polling station 
easily accessible to them on the 
day of voting. 

A voters’ roll is accessible to 
the public for inspection at 
any time during working hours 
that is between 0800 hours and 
1630hours. 

Time is usually allowed a few 
months before any election for 
Voters’ Roll Inspection. 

This is an opportunity awarded to 
the public to make sure that their 
names are written correctly and 
appearing on the correct location 
or polling station.

Spelling errors, typographical 
errors on National Identity Cards 
can lead to failure of a citizen to 
vote.

The Election Resource Centre 
(ERC) encourages every 
Zimbabwe loving citizen to 
register to vote so that you 
ultimately have impact on 
government, public policy, laws 
and regulations. 

It is about getting attention drawn 
to the issues that affect your future 
and that of your families. 

It is about creating a history 
that can be narrated without 
embarrassment.

Email: information@erc.co.zw/
e r c z i m b a b w e @ g m a i l . c o m 
Website: www.erc.co.zw

The MDC last week joined the rest of 
the world in commemorating this year’s 
World Environment Day by cleaning up 
Copa Cabana Bus Terminus in Harare 
where more than 300 MDC members 
participated in the exercise.

The commemorations were held under 
the theme: “Green economy: Does it 
include you?” The UN Environment 
Programme defines the Green Economy 
as one that results in improved human 
well-being and social equity, while 
significantly reducing environmental 
risks and ecological scarcities. In its 
simplest expression, a green economy 
can be thought of as one which has 
low carbon, is resource efficient and 
socially inclusive.

During the campaign, the cleaners 
chanted; ‘Watsvaira Harare; Watsvaira 
Cholera’ and ‘Watsvaira Harare; 
Watsvaira Typhoid’ (literally meaning 
Clean up Harare and get rid of cholera, 
Clean up Harare and get rid of typhoid).

Addressing the volunteers after the 
clean up exercise at Town House, Mrs 
Kerry Kay, the MDC secretary for 
Environment and Climate Change said 
the MDC wants to give a human face to 
environmental issues.

“If we care for the environment, it will 
care for us,” said Mrs Kay, adding that 
the MDC is calling for fair distribution 
of the country’s natural resources such 
as gold and diamonds.

On tourism, Mrs Kay said wild heritage 
must be preserved and castigated those 
who cause veld fires. “We must stop 
burning our country every year. It does 
untold damage to the environment,” she 
said.  

Hon. Willas Madzimure, MDC 
secretary for Harare province thanked 
all volunteers while hailing the clean 
up exercise as a success. He urged the 
City of Harare to put in place legislation 
that criminalise littering. “Town House 
is known as a political ground but today 
it’s different” he noted.

Hon Madzimure blamed the laxity 
of the city council in spruicing up the 
environment and castigated politicians 
who demand votes more than being 
concerned with the need for a clean 
city. The MDC had wanted the clean 
up campaign to cover more places but 
Harare Central District police restricted 
the exercise to Copa Cabana only.

MDC’s World Environment 
Day clean up a success
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Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

Residents of Kambuzuma say they 
welcome projects undertaken under the 
Constituency Development Fund by the 
Kambuzuma Member of Parliament, 
Hon Willas Madzimure.

Although Treasury provided US$ 50 
000,  a total of US$ 50 819.77 was used 
in developmental projects.

“We conducted meetings with all 
stakeholders in our constituency. We got 
the people’s views on what they wanted 
and needed and what priorities were 
there vis-à-vis the available resources,” 
Hon Madzimure said.

He said the community was enthralled 
when the projects were delivered, 
though more needs to be done.

“The projects have gone far to alleviate 
some of the challenges we had here – 
water, electricity to key institutions, 
furniture for our children at school – so 
the community is quite excited that it 
managed to do something for itself,” he 
said.

Boreholes were sunk for Kambuzuma 
sections two to six at an effective cost 
of US$ 23 000 

Another borehole and an irrigation 
system was set up at Kambuzuma 2 
High School at a cost of US$ 13 674.

“We wanted the community to benefit, 
and how much more than through 
providing the basic requirements which 
have gone erratic over the years. Access 
to clean water became everyone’s 
priority. 

“Five boreholes are not enough for 
Kambuzuma given the number of 
residents here, but we have done 
something. It is a start. 

“We hope that with time, the boreholes 
will be alternative water sources to the 
tap water. An MDC government will 
work to ensure that the people have 
access, not just to tap water, but clean, 
safe tap water,” said Hon Madzimure.

At Kambuzuma 1 High School, Hon 
Madzimure managed to repair desks 
and chairs that were damaged.

The school deputy Head, Mr Joseph 
Nyakajara said the school was grateful 
at the repairs as this will reduce the 
problems of furniture the school was 
experiencing.

“One hundred and three chairs and 
desks were repaired here and this has 
tremendously helped us. We are happy 
with the assistance we received from 
the MP and are glad that we have these 
chairs and desks,” said Mr Nyakajara.

The repairs cost US$1 850.

Hon Madzimure purchased 5.5 KVA 

generators to assist in times of the 
perennial power cuts at  the Kambuzuma 
and Mufakose Poly clinics. 

Altogether, the generators cost US$3 
700.

In Ward 36, Hon Madzimure assisted 
in sinking a borehole and putting up a 
water tank at Mufakose 3 High School 
at a cost of US $3 700.

Moreover, the CDF ensured the 
repairing of a borehole at the Mufakose 
swimming pool at a cost of US$658.

At Mutiunokura Primary School, Hon 
Madzimure renovated a computer lab at 
a cost of US$ 5 237.77.

Mr Pios Kwaramba, the school head said 
they were happy with the renovations 
and that parents had purchased 14 
computers in a bid to ensure the children 
are computer literate in the information 
super highway.

“We would love to have a big block of 
12 rooms, so that we stop hot sitting. But 
we are happy with what has happened 
so far,” he said.

Hon Madzimure said there are more 
projects in the pipeline that were not 
covered in the first batch of the CDF. 

“We are looking at sorting the 
drainage system at Lytton Primary 
School, purchasing sewing machines 
for Wadzanai Primary School, 
refurbishment of tennis and volleyball 
courts.

“We want to continue repairing broken 
down furniture at schools especially 
Mufakose 2 High School, purchasing 
school furniture and books as well as 

getting a generator for the Kambuzuma 
and Mufakose Police posts,” Hon 
Madzimure said.

Part of Mufakose falls under 
Kambuzuma Constituency. The MDC 

government believes that Zimbabwe 
has the potential and capacity to 
rebuild and grow to a formidable 
economic powerhouse on the 
continent.

The House of Assembly resumed sitting 
last week, with one of the first order of 
business being a preliminary reading 
of draconian Access to Information 
and Privacy Act (Aippa), the Portfolio 
Committee on Media, Information 
and Communication seeks to limit the 
extensive powers wielded by the police 
and State security agents in stamping 
out the rights of journalists and media 
freedom.

Hon. Settlement Chikwinya, the Mbizo 
MP who is also the chairperson of 
the Portfolio Committee on Media, 
Information and Communication 
Technology last week moved a motion 
in the House of Assembly on the State 
of the Public Media in Zimbabwe that 
proposes wholesome changes to the 
draconian Access to Information and 
Privacy Act (Aippa).

The motion is the first major media 
legislative reform since the formation 
of the inclusive government in 2009.

The motion is as a result of resolution 
by the portfolio committee to undertake 
an inquiry into the state of the public 
media in Zimbabwe.

“The inquiry was motivated by the 
inclusive government’s commitment to 
instigate media reforms in the country,” 
said Hon. Chikiwinya while tabling his 
motion.
He said Article 19 of the Global Political 

Agreement recognises; “the importance 
of freedom of expression and the role 
of media in multi party democracy’ 
and calls for ‘the issuance of licences’ 
to broadcaster other than the public 
broadcaster”.
He said the portfolio committee was 
compelled to inquire into the state of 

MPs to debate Aippa amendments

After the 
year long inquiry into the country’s 

media operations, the portfolio committee is proposing 
the relaxation of restrictions imposed on journalists seeking 

access to records and information held by government 
ministries and departments.

the public media with the following 
objectives:

“1. To appreciate the operations of 
public media organisations and assess 
their preparedness in view of the 
anticipated opening up of the media. 

2. To appreciate challenges faced by the 
public media institutions in fulfilling 
their mandate.  

“3. To find out what the expectations of 
stakeholders and the public in general 
were with regards to the operations of 
the public media institutions vis-à-vis 
their mandates.  

4. To find out the views and 
recommendations of media stakeholders 

on the legal operating environment and 

5. To recommend action for improved 
services by the public media to relevant 
authorities..

The portfolio committee sought oral 
evidence with stakeholders from the 

Broadcasting Authority of Zimbabwe, 
the Zimbabwe Broadcasting 
Corporation, Transmedia, Zimpapers’ 
Herald and Chronicle offices, Zimbabwe 
Editors’ Forum, the Voluntary Media 
Council of Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwe 
Media Commission and the Zimbabwe 
Association of Editors.

The committee also toured the ZBC 
studios at Pockets Hill in Harare, 
Gweru, and Montrose in Bulawayo.

After the year long inquiry into the 
country’s media operations, the 
portfolio committee is proposing the 
relaxation of restrictions imposed on 
journalists seeking access to records 
and information held by government 
ministries and departments.

“Government should review the 
broadcasting and media legislation in 
line with the provisions of the GPA that 
infringes on the journalism profession,” 
the committee’s recommendation reads.

Hon. Chikwinta said stakeholders in 
the media fraternity were concerned 
that Aippa purports to give journalists 
access to records and information held 
by government departments when in 
reality there are a lot of restrictions.

 “Restricting information on the basis 
that it affects planning, financial or 
economic interest of the State or 
public bodies protect information on 
mismanagement or fraud in parastatals 
and in a way curtails accountability by 
public officials.  

“This also curtails the media’s 
watchdog function to expose corruption 
in the interests of the public.” 
 
Procedures for disclosure were viewed 
as unnecessarily cumbersome as they 
give the giver of information 60 days to 
respond to the information request and 
can as well seek an extension from the 
authorities at the expiry of the 60 days. 
“News is a perishable product and 
as such the period prescribed in the 
Act for one to access information 
was in actual fact a denial of access 
to information,” the report says.  
 
The legislative committee noted 

that media played a crucial role in 
any developing society in terms 
of informing the general public 
on the policies of government.  
 
“It is therefore critical that the 
media industry be promoted 
through a legislative framework that 
allows for freedom of expression 
which is one of the rights that 
is contained in the Zimbabwean 
Constitution,” the report said. 
 
“The committee feels that the spirit 
of the GPA should be sustainable by a 
society that has media diversity both 
in print and broadcasting sectors.” 
 
Zimbabwe currently has no independent 
radio or TV station while the public 
media especially ZBC, The Herald and 
The Sunday Mail is involved in serious 
hate language.

Hon Willas Madzimure

Some of the CDF projects done in Kambuzuma

Hon Settlement Chikwinya
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

All government ministries in Zimbabwe 
are now available on the websites 
and the Ministry of Information and 
Communication Technology is working 
on cascading the programmes to the 
provinces, Minister Nelson Chamisa 
has said.

Responding to questions from 
Parliamentarians in the House of 
Assembly last week, Hon. Chamisa 
said e-government was in full operation 
in all ministries.

“E-Government has already been 
rolled out by government and I am sure 
that you are aware of the fact that we 
launched the e-learning programme at 
Chogugudza School which was part of 
the e-government programme that the 
government has embarked on,” said 
Hon. Chamisa.

He added in response to a question 
by Mkoba MP, Hon. Amos Chibaya 
that; “It is part of our ZIM CONNECT 
document and I am glad to say our 
Members of Parliament are also 
beneficiaries of the e-government 
programme and very soon the things 
will be brought to them.”

Hon. Chamisa said he was aware of 
some ministries that were encountering 
challenges.

“It may be an issue of the last mile 
connection which becomes a subjective 
problem to do with a particular ministry 
but in terms of content uploading, 
all our ministries are now online and 
I must say that we also would want 
those programmes to now cascade to 
the districts, to our various provincial 
offices and also ward offices,” he said.

In his Zimbabwe Medium Term 
Plan 2011 – 2015, the Minister of 
Economic Planning and Investment 
Promotion, Hon. Tapiwa Mashakada 
says his ministry’s policy objectives 
are to transform government operation, 
service delivery through effective use 
of ICTs; and to transform the country 
into a knowledge based society.

Hon. Mashakada’s policy target was for 
e-government connectivity and services 
to all government ministries and public 
institutions such as education and health 
establishments by 2012.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai, the MDC 
President, has said there is no provision 
for unilateralism in calling for elections 
or dissolving the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA) and the inclusive 
government.

Responding to questions from MPs 
during a Parliamentary session last 
week, President Tsvangirai said if any 
party wanted to break away from the 
GPA it would cause a constitutional 
crisis.

“If any party wishes to break away, it 
causes a constitutional crisis especially 
if it is Zanu PF or MDC because it 
means that government is no longer 
consummated,” he said.

He was responding to a question from 
Hon. Settlement Chikiwinya, the MP 
for Mbizo who had enquired on the 
scenario of a party pulling out of the 
inclusive government and the calling of 
elections.

“I hope it is a scenario that will not 
obtain in this country.  It is not necessary.  
As we move towards elections, SADC 
is very clear that it has drawn up a road 
map.  

“As long as the parties are working 
together within the 19th Amendment, 
there is no way you can short change 

that arrangement and negotiate another, 
unless you open another arrangement,” 
said President Tsvangirai. 

He said elections must be conducted 
if they are going to be legitimate and 
credible.

“They must be conducted in terms of 
the agreement and there is no provision 
for unilateralism. No one can wake up 
one morning and say I have dissolved 
the GPA, I have dissolved the GNU and 
therefore, we are going for elections.

“There is nothing like that, unless you 
want to reduce this country to another 
situation where we are at each other’s 
throats.  It is not necessary,” he said.

He said contrary to reports from some 
Zanu PF politicians that they will call 
for unilateral elections this year, their 
leader Robert Mugabe did not support 
that position at the just ended SADC 
Troika summit on Zimbabwe held in 
Luanda, Angola.

“He has never called and he has no 
intention of calling for an election 
unilaterally.  We do not want a situation 
where somebody just pulls up one 
morning and says he is calling for an 
election.  

“We have to agree and especially 

having come up from SADC and having 
been guided by SADC, the facilitator 
must also agree and we have to agree 
amongst ourselves when the elections 
will be held.  

“Why would you want to short change 
the other people?  Just go to an election 
which we have all agreed to, fight it out 
and whoever wins will run the country,” 
he said. 

Zanu PF’s dirty tactics have reached 
the apex as the party is trying to 
survive the coming elections. So 
desperate is Zanu PF that it has 
resorted to forcing people to attend its 
meetings at Holland in Kuwadzana 6.

The call by Zanu PF for elections to 
be held this year has seen the party 
reinventing its campaign machinery 
using a method reminiscent of the 
2008 scenario. Groups of youths are 
deployed every weekend to force-
march residents in Kuwadzana 3, 4, 
5, 6 and 7 to Zanu PF meetings. Most 
affected are vendors who on many 
occasions have been punished for not 
attending the gatherings.

“We do not have a choice but to 
attend these meeting, otherwise we 
will not be allowed to sell anything. 
If we don’t attend, they will destroy 
our stalls,” said Chenai, a vendor at 
Kuwadzana 5 shopping centre.

Many people interviewed were not at 
liberty to discuss the issue of forced 
participation as they claim that the 
police is aware of these activities .In 
fact, there is a police base at Holland 
which is next to the Zanu PF offices.

Adjacent to the police and the Zanu 
PF offices is the National Registration 
office which residents say is used to  
register voters who are seconded by 
the party’s structures. The officers say 
they have a cut-off date regarding the 
issuance of national identity cards.  

One Bopoto said he was referred 
to KG6 for him to recover his lost 
identity document as the office can 
only serve those born after 1990.

“Is this not normal practice that when 
you want to replace your lost ID, you 
go to KG6?” asked Bopoto.

According to Edmore Tembo who 
has been following the exercise, 
“This is a way of rigging elections 
by Zanu PF. People are being bussed 
in from Zvimba East and White 
Cliff, a strategy Zanu PF believes 
will neutralise MDC dominance in 
Harare.” 

While the idea of having the offices 
in residential areas is a noble one, it 
becomes disturbing when they are 
next to Zanu PF offices and when 
people are forced to register by a 
political party.

Addressing a public seminar organised 
by Sapes Trust on Thursday, Patrick 
Chinamasa said he predicts war in 
Zimbabwe. His reckless talk is being 
reflected through the actions of his 
Party.

No unilateralism in GPA– PM All ministries now available 
on websites – Chamisa

Zanu PF creates 
Office of the Registrar 

for those born after 1990

Following the heavily publicised 
suspension of Mutare Mayor, Councillor
Brain James on the widely used 
facebook and many internet web  pages, 
the mayor has responded to each of 
the 16 counts he is being charged of, 
for contravening section 114 (1)(d)(ii) 
of the Urban Council’s Act (Chapter 
29:15).

This, he said, will give him the 
opportunity to put the residents and rate 
payers of the fair city squarely in the 
jury box.

Mayor James will be responding to 
each of the counts immediately as 
opportunity arises and today he has 
responded to count one in which he 
is being accused of contravening the 
said section in that in December 2011 
he opposed the recruitment of 180 
contract grass cutters against a Council 
resolution to that effect thus seriously 
compromising service delivery of 
council.

In his response, he said as a Councillor 
or Ceremonial Mayor he does not have 
the mandate to act against a Council 
resolution once it has been adopted. 
However, he is quite within his rights to 
oppose or support any motion set before 
Council, labour recruitment included.

Mayor James said recruitment of staff 
is done through the General Purpose 
Committee. Management would make a 
request though this committee normally 
giving their reasons and financial costs 
and implications. The GP Committee 
would subsequently make their 
recommendations to Full Council for its 
eventual approval or disapproval.

Debate would follow in Full Council 
and the necessary resolution would 
be passed. Management would them 
implement.

He said he submited a letter addressed 
to the MP for Dangamvura/Chikanga 
and copied to the Town Clerk regarding 
the selection of employees which would 
show no opposition to the recruitment 
and in fact his co-operation in trying 
to select these casuals in a fair and 
equitable manner. He also submited 
another memo to the Town Clerk dated 
18 January 2010 showing concern of 
the recruitment of casual workers over 
and above the numbers reflected in 
the minutes of a special GP meeting 
dated 29 December 2009. This, he said, 
would highlight his concerns to abide 
by resolutions.

In his reponse to why earlier he did not 
participate in Chombo’s court hearing / 
board of enquiry, the Mayor said it was 
sub judice. 

He, through his lawyers, applied for 
an urgent High Court application to 
reaffirm this position. On Tuesday the 
29th of May the high Court granted  the 
relief that he sought. Ministry lawyers 
did not even contest the appeal but were 
present at the hearing. This appears 
to be an unusual twist in events from 
driving a board of enquiry to not even 
supporting its legallity. 

He now awaits a set-down date for 
this case to be heard in High Court to 
determine the legality of the suspension.

In a meeting held at the party’s 
provincial headquarters in the second 
week of February, the MDC resolved to 
ignore Chombo’s suspension of Mayor 
Brian James and as a demonstration 
of repulsion, to physically dump 
Chombo’s suspension document into a 
public bin at the civic centre in the sight 
of all.

The decision comes as it was revealed 
that Chombo’s suspension of Clr James 
is illegal. 

Mayor Brian James was in January 
suspended by Local government 
minister Ignatius Chombo on allegations 
of misconduct, but Chombo is believed 
to be fighting hard to remove James, 
who only recently blocked the sale of 
land at the Meikles Park to Anjin, a 

Chinese firm that is mining diamonds in 
Chiadzwa in partnership with the State 
owned Zimbabwe Mining Development 
Corporation (ZMDC).

According to the Urban Council’s Act, 
the Mayor of any city is elected by 
his fellow City Councillors who are 
themselves elected by voters within 
their respective wards.

This body of Councillors, guided by 
the Mayor, now constitutes the city’s 
policy makers. The Town Clerk and 
his Management team are employed 
by the policy makers on behalf of the 
City voters and rate payers. This is done 
through a process of advertising and 
interviews.

The Management team employ the 
Council workforce through the General 
Purpose Committee, which is made up 
of Councilors.

The Town Clerk is principally 
responsible for carrying out Council 
policy through Council resolutions 
passed by elected Councilors.

Financing for all of these policies 
should be guided by a transparent 
and accountable budget each year. 
This budget formulation should be 
established with full public participation 
and knowledge.

Responding to a comment on zimeye 
by one Bla Miki on Saturday 19 May 
who said that a Mayor’s post is a 
politically appointed post with little or 
no leadership skills whereas an Urban 
Town Clerk is the Chief Executive of 
a given town, the Mayor said one can 
see from this that the policy makers 
and the implementers should provide a 
check and balance between the elected 
representatives of the City and the 
employees of the City.

The Minister’s role is to oversee these 
checks and balances and to guide on 
policy matters where necessary.

The public’s responsibility therefore, is 
to oversee transparent and accountable 
dealings with their funding in terms of 
rates and other such bills that make the 
city work.

As MDC, we hope that this clarifies the 
basics of council procedure.

It is within my rights to oppose or support a resolution: Clr James

Mayor Brian James


